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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides background information for a discussion with the Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Sir 

Edward Lister, and the GLA’s Assistant Director, Intelligence, Andrew Collinge, about how the 

Mayor’s transparency commitments will be implemented. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

  

2.1 That the Committee note the report as background to its question and answer session 

with the Mayor’s Chief of Staff and the GLA’s Assistant Director, Intelligence, about the 

Mayor’s transparency commitments. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The London Datastore was established in 2009 as a repository for public data about London.  During 

the campaign for the 2012 Mayoral and London Assembly elections, and immediately following his 

election, the Mayor made a number of commitments to enhance the transparency of the GLA and 

provide a dashboard showing key indicators for London.   

  

3.2 The Mayor’s manifesto included the following pledges: 

 “Boost London Datastore to make the Mayoralty even more transparent and give Londoners 
access to more information on how I am meeting my pledges.” 

 “I will continue to put information on the London Datastore website so that Londoners can 
see how programmes are performing and to help drive delivery. This will show our progress 
towards meeting my pledges, such as creating 250,000 apprentices, doubling the number of 
special constables to 10,000, and retrofitting a further 20,000 homes with energy saving 
measures.” 

 “Publish comparable crime figures and police numbers for each borough with totals for all of 
London monthly on the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime website.” 

 

3.3 During his address to staff on 10 May 2012, the Mayor said: “To be transparent to Londoners… I 

want to be much more proactive with statistics… I don’t want there to be pointless dispute about 



        

knife crime statistics or air quality or affordable home starts… If we are clear about what’s going on 

in the city and we can reach a consensus about what’s going on in the city, and even if it’s bad news 

then you can start to improve performance and get where you want to be”. 

  

 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The Assistant Director, Intelligence, has provided a briefing outlining the current and planned work 

of the GLA in respect of the mayor’s transparency commitments.  The briefing document is 

appended to this report. 

4.2 The Committee will use this discussion to inform its future work plans and those of the Assembly’s 

committees. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the authority to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
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